
 

 

 

 

 
 

INDIA –EU JOINT CALL ON  

SMART AND INTEGRATED LOCAL ENERGY SYSTEMS 

 

GUIDELINES FOR INDIAN PARTICIPANTS AND SUBMISSION OF JOINT 

PROPOSAL 

 
 

At the EU-India Summit in Brussels in March 2016, the Indian and European 

leaders have adopted the EU-India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership. They 

re-confirmed their determination for strong cooperation in the field of clean 

energy at the Summit in New Delhi in October 2017. 

 

The EU-India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership foresees strengthened 

cooperation in energy research and innovation, in particular related to 

renewable energy and its integration in the energy system. As part of the 

implementation of this Partnership, a joint call for proposal is launched aiming 

at smartly integrating large amounts of renewable energy in local energy 

systems and in this way make energy supply cleaner, more efficient and 

affordable. 

 

This joint call is also fully in line with both the European Union’s and India’s 

involvement in Mission Innovation (MI), a global initiative of 24 countries and 

the European Commission (on behalf of the European Union), committed to 

reinvigorate and accelerate global clean energy innovation with the objective to 

make clean energy widely affordable. MI was announced on 30 November 

2015, during COP21 in Paris, where world leaders came together to combat 

climate change through targets and increased efforts. 

 

As founding member, India has committed to double its governmental clean 

energy research, development and demonstration (RD&D) investments. The 

EC pushes the acceleration of energy innovation through its research and 

innovation programme 'Horizon 2020' (2014-2020). Both India and the EU 

organise on regular basis calls for proposals to address the gaps identified under 

MI, including through calls specifically targeting international cooperation.  

 

This joint call is conducted on the basis of the principles of the Agreement on 

scientific and technological cooperation concluded between the EU and India1. 

                                                 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/policy/india_agreement.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/policy/india_agreement.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none
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For this joint call for proposals, the EC has committed €9 million under 

Horizon 2020, Work programme (2018-2020) on Secure, clean and efficient 

energy; and the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government 

of India, agreed to match that amount. In total, funding of €18 million will 

thus be available. 

Proposals should develop and demonstrate novel solutions, integrating all 

energy vectors (electricity, heating, cooling, water, wastes, etc.), including 

possibilities offered by batteries and electric vehicles, interconnect them and 

optimize joint operation with increased share of renewables and a higher 

energy efficiency. Cooperation will take the form of a proposal demonstrating 

a local energy system (or several) in Europe and/or India.  

The Technology Readiness Level (TRL) will range between 5 and 8. 

The call text and call deadlines (opening on 3 September 2019 and closing on 

29 January 2020), are the same for applicants from Europe and India. This call 

targets minimum three participants from India as well as from Europe. 

Participation and funding of the Indian participants is as per Indian law and 

regulations set by DST. The guidelines in this notice explain the conditions 

for participation and funding and the formalities to comply with in order to 

submit a valid joint proposal (see Sections 3 and 4 hereunder).  

All proposals should be submitted to the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders 

Portal, including the budget requested from DST, as well as to the DST online 

portal (e-PMS). In the absence of this, DST will disqualify the Indian 

participants from funding (see Section 5 hereunder). 

At the end of the notice, information is also provided on how to access and go 

about Horizon 2020 formalities, which Indian applicants have also to comply 

with (Annex 3) and on How to find partners (Annex 4). 

For the complete call text, see Annex 1 or click Horizon 2020 Funding & 

Tenders Portal including the general conditions and modalities. Please check 

always the call text itself which is the only legally binding text. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020
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SECTION 1: SNAP SHOT 

 

Call Focus 
Integrated local energy systems (Energy islands): International cooperation with 

India 

Call ID LC-SC3-ES-12-2020 

Eligible 

Applicant(s) 

 Minimum THREE applicants from India.  

 Minimum THREE entities from Europe (from three different Member 

States/Associated Countries)  

Eligibility for European applicants will be as per Horizon 2020 rules of 

participation; For Indian applicants, as per Indian law specified in guidelines 

hereunder. 

Type of action Innovation Action (IA) 

Deadline 

Model 
Single-stage 

Submission 

opens  
03 September 2019 

Submission 

deadline 
29 January 2020 - 17h00 –Brussels Time(= 21h30 Indian Standard Time (IST)) 

Announcement 

of Results 
By end of June 2020  

Scope 

 Develop and demonstrate novel solutions which analyse and combine, in a well 

delimited system, all the energy vectors that are present and interconnect them, 

where appropriate, to optimise their joint operation that is demonstrated by an 

increased share of renewables in and higher energy efficiency of the local 

energy system.  

 Proposals should present a preliminary analysis of the local case as part of the 

content of the proposal and propose to develop solutions and tools for the 

optimisation of the local energy network, that also have a high replication 

potential across Europe and India. 

 It should bring together all vital stakeholders: local consumers, small to 

medium industrial production facilities and/or commercial buildings should be 

involved in the projects from the start, preferably by creating energy renewable 

energy communities. 

 Proposals should propose to develop solutions and tools for the optimisation of 

the local energy network, that also have a high replication potential across 

Europe and India. 

 

See complete text of call in Annex 1 and also on websites Horizon 2020 Funding 

& Tenders Portal 

Project 

Duration 

Should not exceed 42 months 

Award 

Amounts 

It is considered that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU and the 

Government of India, between €5 to €6 million, would allow this specific challenge 

to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and 

selection of proposals requesting other amounts. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020
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Proposal 

Forms 

Proposal must be prepared according to Horizon 2020 requirements. In addition, 

Indian applicants need to comply with the administrative & financial requirements 

as per DST format (see Annex 2). 

How to Apply 

Complete text of proposals must be submitted to both funding agencies: 

 

1) Horizon 2020 - Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal 

 

2) Project Proposal via the DST online portal e-PMS (see Section 5 point 2) 

Contact DST 

 JBV REDDY 

Scientist - E 

Department of Science & Technology, 

Ministry of Science and Technology, 

Govt. of India 

Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road, 

New Delhi - 110 016 

Phone: +:91-11-26590328(Direct)  

E-mail: jbvreddy@nic.in 

 

SECTION 2:  SPECIFICITIES OF THIS CALL 
 

2.1 Innovation Action (IA) 

 

According to Horizon 2020 rules of participation, an IA consists primarily of activities directly 

aiming at producing plans and arrangements or designs for new, altered or improved products, 

processes or services. For this purpose they may include prototyping, testing, demonstrating, 

piloting, large –scale product validation and market replication.  

 

A ‘demonstration or pilot’ aims to validate the technical and economic viability of a new or 

improved technology, product, process, service or solution in an operational (or near to 

operational) environment, whether industrial or otherwise, involving where appropriate a larger 

scale proto type or demonstrator. 

A ‘market replication ’aims to support the first application / deployment in the market of an 

innovation that has already been demonstrated but not yet applied/deployed in the market due 

to market failures/barriers to uptake. 'Market replication' does not cover multiple applications 

in the market of an innovation 3 that has already been applied successfully once in the market. 

‘First’ means new at least to Europe or new at least to the application sector in question. Often 

such projects involve a validation of technical and economic performance at system level in 

real life operating conditions provided by the market. Projects may include limited research and 

development activities.  

The above definition applies reciprocally to India and thus 'First' means new also in India. 

2.2 Scoring and ranking of proposals 

 

Proposals will be scored between 0 and 5 for each of the three criteria: ‘impact’, ‘excellence’ 

and ‘implementation’2. In the case of an Innovation Action, to determine the ranking among all 

eligible proposals, the score for the criterion ‘impact’ will be given a weight of 1.5 (i.e. it will 

be applied after all proposals have been evaluated and scored out of 15). 

                                                 

2 https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-h-

esacrit_en.pdf  

file:///Y:/ST/Horizon%202020/Joint%20Calls/Vaccine/Website%20Notice%20DBT/Guidelines%20DBT%20for%20Vaccines.doc%23_Annexure_1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020
file:///Y:/ST/Horizon%202020/Joint%20Calls/Vaccine/Website%20Notice%20DBT/Guidelines%20DBT%20for%20Vaccines.doc%23_8.2_Submission_to
mailto:jbvreddy@nic.in
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-h-esacrit_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-h-esacrit_en.pdf
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2.3 Budget 

 

There is no fixed budget allocation between European and Indian participants. All requests for 

budget have to be necessary for the execution of the project and justified. Accordingly, 

consortia and individual partners should not "over claim". This aspect will be duly considered 

during the evaluation under the ’implementation’ criterion, which considers efficiency of the 

implementation where budget efficiency should be covered.  

DST reserves the right to reduce the budget requested in the evaluated projects if the Indian 

applicants cannot justify effective use and provide the necessary documents / justifications and 

proof of requested budget. 

2.4 Contractual arrangements between Indian and European participants 

 

Indian partners are funded by the DST only, and do not receive funding from Horizon 2020 

(neither directly nor indirectly). Therefore, unlike the European partners, they do not have to 

sign the Grant Agreement (GA) with the European Commission’s Agency INEA (Innovation 

and Networks Executive Agency), and are not considered beneficiaries in this GA.  

According to Article 14a of the Horizon 2020 General Model Grant Agreement3, successful 

Indian participants will be named as international partners in the GA. In the GA, international 

partners must be assigned to a European partner that signs the grant agreement (i.e. a 

beneficiary). This beneficiary remains responsible towards the Commission/INEA for the 

action tasks performed by its international partners. The Indian participants have to comply 

with a number of obligations (such as record-keeping obligations on the scientific and technical 

implementation of the project, maintaining confidentiality, and promoting the action and 

visibility to the public funding). For this purpose, the participants are deemed to cover these 

obligations in the consortium agreement or through bilateral agreements between a beneficiary 

and an Indian partner. 

SECTION 3:RULES OF PARTICIPATION AND FUNDING 

 
3.1 PARTICIPATION 

 
3.1.1 Participants from India 

 

The participating entities/organisations have to be a legal entity as per Indian law.  

 

The eligible entities/organisations are defined in Section 3.2 hereunder. 

 

3.1.2 Participants from EU 

 

 Entities from Member States of the European Union4, including their overseas 

departments and outermost regions5; and 

                                                 

3 An annotated version of this Horizon 2020 General Model Grant Agreement is available through this link 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf 

4 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries_en  
5 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-a-

countries-rules_en.pdf  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/countries_en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-a-countries-rules_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-a-countries-rules_en.pdf


7 

 Entities from Associated Countries (AC)6 to EU R&I Programme 'Horizon 2020'.   

 

Jointly called hereafter participants from 'Europe'. 

 

||to be Noted || 
 

NOTICE 

Please note that until the UK leaves the EU, EU law continues to apply to and within the 

UK, when it comes to rights and obligations; this includes the eligibility of UK legal 

entities to fully participate and receive funding in Horizon 2020 actions such as those 

called for in this work programme. Please be aware however that the eligibility criteria 

must be complied with for the entire duration of the grant. If the UK withdraws from the 

EU during the grant period without concluding an agreement with the EU ensuring in 

particular that British applicants continue to be eligible, they will no longer be eligible to 

receive EU funding and their participation may be terminated on the basis of Article 50 

of the grant agreement 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-

wp1820-intro_en.pdf 

 

 

3.1.3  Composition of Consortium 

 

The project should be carried out by a consortium of organisations working together on specific 

research and innovation areas identified in the call text.  

 

In addition to the six mandatory participants (3+3), there is no restriction on the additional 

number of participating entities/organizations from India and/or Europe.  

 

In essence, the number of project partners should be optimum and correspond to the objectives 

of the project. Each project should clearly demonstrate the partner’s essentiality, 

complementarities, and added value in jointly addressing the topic. 

 

According to EC guidelines, a Horizon 2020 project proposal must appoint a consortium 

beneficiary to serve as the central contact point and represent the consortium towards the EC. 

This beneficiary is also known as the 'Project Coordinator’7. It is advised to appoint project 

coordinator from among the European participants, who is familiar with the Horizon 2020 rules, 

requirements and procedures. Similarly, it is required to nominate among the India participants 

an Indian Project coordinator, to represent them in the consortium. The Indian Project 

Coordinator will conduct all official communication with DST. 

 

 

                                                 

6 Following countries are associated to Horizon 2020: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, 

Georgia, Iceland Israel, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey 

and Ukraine 
7 Project Coordinator: A project coordinator is the individual who leads a Horizon 2020 project. Most often, the 

project coordinator will organize the consortium, prepare the proposal and manage the project. The coordinator 

signs the Grant Agreement for his or her organization with the European Commission and other beneficiaries 

accede to the Agreement. The coordinator is the only authorized representative of the consortium for any 

communication with the European Commission. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf (page 15) 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-intro_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-intro_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
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3.1.4  Gender Balance 

 

Applicants are encouraged to promote equal opportunities in the implementation of the action 

by ensuring a balanced participation of women and men at all levels of the research and 

innovation teams and in the management structures. 

 

3.2. ELIGIBILITY 

 

The participating entities/organisations from India have to be a legal entity as per Indian law 

(Indian applicants) and the European entities as per the Horizon 2020 rules of participation. 

 

3.2.1 Indian entities eligible to participate  

 

 Central Government / State Government supported or recognized (Public or Private) 

academia and urban or other local bodies; 

 National / State funded R&D Labs; 

 Government of India / State Government recognized not-for-profit (NGOs, Voluntary 

Organizations / Trusts/ Research Foundations), having research and innovation as one 

of the imperative mandates; R&D centers recognised as Scientific Industrial Research 

Organization (SIRO) by DSIR; 

 Incubatees / Start-ups Incubated in any of the recognised Business Incubator (will be 

funded through the incubator); 

 Indian Industry can be a partner in the consortium and are eligible for funding subject 

to fulfilment of DST’s technical, administrative and financial norms. 

 

Academic/Research Partners: 

 Public and/or private universities and research organisations must have a well-

established research support system for research. Submission of proof of establishment 

under Indian statue; recognition documents and registration at Government of India's 

Public Finance Management System (PFMS)8is mandatory.  

 

Not-for-profit Organizations (NGOs/ Societies / Trusts / Research Foundations: 

 The Indian Private R&D performing institutions and Not-for-profit, NGO(s)/ VO(s)/ 

Trust(s)/ research foundations should have experience of at least 3 years in scientific 

research, teaching, skill development, training and extension activities;  

 Proof of Certificate of registration under Society Registration Act; registration at ‘NGO 

DARPAN’ of NITI Aayog9; R&D centre recognition as Scientific Industrial Research 

Organization (SIRO) by DSIR and registration at Government of India's Public Finance 

Management System (PFMS) shall be obligatory. 

 

Industry partners: 

 Should be an Indian Company registered under the Companies Act, wherein 51% (or 

more) of the ownership / shareholding /partnerships shall be held by resident Indian 

citizen(s);  

 Start-up companies registered in India by Indian Resident having valid registration and 

Submission of certificate of incorporation issued under Companies Act;  

 Shareholding / subscriber Particulars; Recognition certificate issued by DSIR to the in-

house R&D centre of the company and registration at Government of India's Public 

Finance Management System (PFMS) shall be obligatory. 

                                                 

8 https://pfms.nic.in  

9 http://ngodarpan.gov.in/  

https://pfms.nic/
https://pfms.nic/
https://pfms.nic/
https://pfms.nic/
https://pfms.nic.in/
http://ngodarpan.gov.in/
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All Indian applicants should abide /comply with the terms & conditions of the grant of DST. 

 

3.2.2 European entities eligible to participate  

 

 Any natural or legal person10 (e.g. any company, big or small, research organisations, 

universities, non-governmental organisations, etc.) regardless of their place of residence or 

establishment in Europe; 

 

 They must possess the operational and financial viability to carry out the research tasks that 

they propose. 

 

3.3  FUNDING 

 

3.3.1 Funding by DST 

 

 DST will fund the Indian consortium members as per requirement of the project, 

and as per the regulations of the DST, as outlined hereunder, and for the project 

duration up to 42 months; 

 Budgeted costs of the project to legal entities subject to obligatory fulfilment of 

eligibility criteria, DST will support: 

 

1) Grant-in-aid: 100% of the approved budget costs to the following two categories of 

organizations such as Government of India supported or recognised public or private 

academic institutions or research organisation / labs, and urban or other local bodies. 

The eligible budget cost to be supported by DST includes: Capital expenditure 

(equipment's & fabrication costs), Manpower, Consumables, Travel (local and 

international travel), Testing & Standardisation Costs, Contingency, Overheads (as per 

DST norms), etc. excluding Civil Construction costs, Prosecution / litigation costs, 

Salary of investigators). The equipment cost can include partial cost of first application 

/ demonstration, which has to be borne by respective organisation. However, testing 

costs as per agreed protocol of the first application / deployment are admissible under 

testing and standardization costs. 

 

2) Grant-in-aid to Not-for-profit (NGOs/Trusts/ Research Foundations recognized as 

SIRO, Industry and Start-ups: (i) DST’s support to Not-for-profit (NGOs/Trusts/ 

Research Foundations recognized as SIRO, Industry and start-ups shall not exceed 50% 

of the total project cost in specific heads as per the DST norms and the remaining 50% 

contribution shall mandatorily come from the Not-for-profit (NGOs/Trusts/ Research 

Foundations recognized as SIRO, Industry and start-ups. 3.3.2 Funding by EU 

 

3.3.2 Funding by EU 

 

Funding of European partners is as per Horizon 2020 rules of participation and in function of 

Innovation Action (IA). 

 

For details, see: http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-

grant-factsheet_en.pdf 

                                                 

10 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/find-

partners_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-grant-factsheet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-grant-factsheet_en.pdf
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3.4  PREPARATION OF PROPOSAL 

 

The Indian and European participants must prepare a joint proposal according to the 

requirements and templates provided by respectively Horizon 2020 rules and DST's 

administrative and financial requirements. Complying with the formats and templates of 

Horizon 202011 and DST for the Indian partners is mandatory. 

 

The Horizon 2020 proposal itself consists of two main parts: 

 

 Part A: the Administrative Forms containing general information on the project (title, 

abstract, and keywords), the consortium (basic administrative data, contact persons, 

declarations) and the budget overview. 

 

 Part B: the Technical Annex containing the detailed description of the planned 

research and innovation project. The structure is based on the evaluation criteria12 as 

provided in the proposal template for an Innovation Action (IA). 

 

In addition, to the above administrative and financial requirements', Indian applicants must 

provide detailed information according to DST templates (see Annex 2). These documents shall 

be added to the Horizon 2020 online proposal as an Annex (see Step 5 in Part B and Annexes).  

 

Further mandatory or optional annexes (e.g. supporting documents for regulatory and ethics 

issues) required by the call and the given topic, as shown in the submission system. 

                                                 

11 https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-

20_en.pdf  

12 https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-

h-esacrit_en.pdf 

13 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf#page=291 
14 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-guide-cons-a_en.pdf 

|| to be Noted || 

 

IPR legislation and other rules are crucial for participants in research and innovation projects, 

as they may have a deep influence on the way in which the knowledge can be shared during a 

project development, and in which project results can be commercially used. 

 

The participants shall jointly develop a Consortium Agreement (CA)13. The CA is a specific 

agreement to be concluded between the participants in joint research, defining, among other 

things, ownership, protection, user rights for research and development purposes, exploitation 

and dissemination, including arrangements for joint publication, the rights and obligations of 

visiting researchers and dispute settlement procedures. The CA shall also address foreground 

and background information, licensing and deliverables. For more information see Annotated 

Model Grant Agreement, Article 41.3 and the guidance on establishing a consortium 

agreement14. 

 

The IPR issues for all the proposals need to satisfy the EU-India S&T Agreement, including the 

Annex on IPR. 

 

The provisions of IPR Annex of India-EU S&T Agreement would be guiding principles for IPR 

sharing arrangement between Indian and European consortium. Disputes should be settled by 

mutual agreement between the parties. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-20_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-20_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-h-esacrit_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/wp/2018-2020/annexes/h2020-wp1820-annex-h-esacrit_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf#page=291
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-guide-cons-a_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf#page=291
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf#page=291
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-guide-cons-a_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/gm/h2020-guide-cons-a_en.pdf
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It is essential that the project consortium makes a thorough analysis of the project strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities and threats, prior to filling out the technical section. It is equally 

important to address properly all three selection criteria: scientific excellence, impact and 

quality and efficiency of the implementation. Given this call is an Innovation Action, impact of 

the proposal should be duly considered. 

 

3.4.1  Preparation of Budget 

 

The “Project Coordinator” must ensure that the financial budget in the joint proposal to the EU 

is presented in euros (€), while the Indian participants must ensure that the budget requested 

from DST is presented in Indian Rupees (₹). 

 

The budget submitted by Indian participants to the EU is for indicative purposes; the one 

submitted to the DST prevails. 

 

3.4.1.1 Part A: budget in Euros (€) 

 

 Part A is partially pre-filled with proposal data on: (1) General information, (2) 

Participants and contacts, (3) Budget; (4) Ethics and (5) call specific questions; 

 Each participant (European and Indian, or any other as the case may be), to indicate 

cost of their action in euros in Part A section 3 - Budget for the proposal. 

 The total budget corresponds to the total cost of the project (Colum H).  

 

 
 

|| to be Noted || 

Indian applicants should indicate “zero” under columns (J), (L) and (O) concerning EU 

contribution requested from EU Horizon 2020, since they are not eligible for funding 

from the Horizon 2020 budget, but will be funded by DST. 

 

 

3.4.1.2 Part B: Indian participants prepare budget (in Rupees) according to DST 

requirements and templates 

 

 Indian participants MUST submit detailed financial plan in Indian Rupees (₹) for 

duration of the project.  

 The detailed Indian financial plan for each Indian participant in the project must be 

specified according to format provided by DST in Annex2:  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-20_en.pdf
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 Indian applicants must upload their budget in DST format on Horizon 2020 

application form (see below: Step 5 in Part B and Annexes) 

 

3.4.1.3 DST's budget calculation for Indian participants  

 

DST budget for Indian Participants have to be established in conformity with DST terms and 

conditions (see hereunder), and filled in according to DST Budget Format and Templates (see 

Annex 2). 

3.4.2 Participants Information 
 

It is essential that the Indian partners inform at the proposal preparation stage itself that they 

will not sign the EU Grant Agreement (GA). They should indicate, however, that they 

participate as an 'International Partner'. 

 

At the time of online submission of Horizon 2020 proposal, the name of the Indian participant(s) 

should be included as international partner(s) in Part B of application form (see Section 4.2. of 

H2020 proposal template on third parties involved in the project including use of third party 

resources)15. 

 

SECTION4: DST TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR INDIAN APPLICANT 
 

 Indian applicants should follow the DST’s Terms and Conditions.  

 The final technology developed under the project will have to meet the relevant India / 

international standards, if already available. Otherwise, all partners will pursue respective 

organizations at their respective countries for bringing such standards. 

 Indian applicants will have to follow the provisions of General Financial Rules (GFR)162017 

and / or any other rules as decided by DST from time-to-time. 

                                                 

15 https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-

20_en.pdf  

16 https://doe.gov.in/sites/default/files/GFR2017_0.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-20_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-20_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/call_ptef/pt/2018-2020/h2020-call-pt-ria-ia-ls2-2018-20_en.pdf
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SECTION 5: PROCESS FOR SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 

5.1. Submission of proposal on Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal 

 

Proposals must be submitted electronically using the electronic submission system of the 

Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal17. This task is to be done by the designated Project 

Coordinator. 

 

Access to the electronic submission system is available after selecting a topic and a type of 

action of a call. Calls have a specific opening and closing date, called “deadline”. After that 

deadline, a submission to the call is no longer feasible. For more information, see Proposal 

Submission Service User Manual18.  

 

 
 

Proposals must be created and submitted by a representative/contact person of the coordinating 

organization. The electronic submission system is an online wizard that guides you step-by-

step through the preparation of your proposal.  

 

As explained above (Section 2 Point 4), a proposal consists of 2 main parts: PART A relating 

to administrative forms (structured information of the basic administrative data, declarations of 

partners, organizations and contact persons, etc.) and PART B containing the technical 

specifications, the detailed description of the planned research and innovation project; outlining 

work packages, budget and costs, etc. 

 

The documents relating to administrative and financial requirements of Indian applicants should 

also be part of the Horizon 2020 electronic submission (as an Annex to the complete proposal). 

 

Further mandatory or optional annexes (e.g. supporting documents for regulatory and ethics 

issues) may be required, as shown in the submission system. 

 

The H2020 Online Manual19 provides a detailed step-by-step guide on how to electronically 

submit the proposal. 

 

5.2. DST proposal format and submission 

 

                                                 

17https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/h2020 
18https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/sep_usermanual.pdf 

The output / outcome of the project should be validated by the concerned certifying agency, if applicable. 
19http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/submit-

proposals/submission-tool_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/sep_usermanual.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/sep_usermanual.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/h2020
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/support/sep_usermanual.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/submit-proposals/submission-tool_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/applying-for-funding/submit-proposals/submission-tool_en.htm
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Indian 'Project Coordinator' should submit complete proposal, Part A + Part B + 

administrative and financial form (same as submitted on the Horizon 2020 Funding & 

Tenders Portal) as one single consolidated PDF file at e-PMS (www.onlinedst.gov.in) along 

with other requisite documents. Online e-PMS submission of proposal should be completed by 

Friday 31 January 2020 at the latest. However, deadline for submission on Horizon 2020 portal 

will be 29th January 2020, which needs to be adhered. 

 

In addition, two (2) hardcopies of uploaded research proposal should also be sent to DST by 

Speed Post and reach before 15 February 2020. The envelope should be superscripted with the 

title: “India–EU Joint Call on Smart and Integrated Local Energy Systems". 

: 

 

Dr J.B.V. Reddy,  

Scientist 'E',  

Technology Mission Division (E&W),  

Department of Science and Technology, 

 New Meharauli Road, New Delhi -110016 

 

Instructions for uploading proposal to DST on e-PMS 

 

I. Log on onlinedst.gov.in to access the home page of the “DST e-PMS Portal” and register. 

After registration, log in and submit the joint project proposal in prescribed Format. 

II. Before filling up the form Indian applicants are advised to carefully go through the 

Relevant Advertisement published at the DST Website (www.dst.gov.in) and also 

available under Proposal Formats in the e-PMS Portal after logging in the portal site. 

III. To save time and avoid data loss, please download the appropriate proposal format and 

fill all the information required as per the format as a Word and PDF file and then keep 

it ready for upload during submission of mandatory documents. 

IV. Click on “Submit proposals” link which would take to a page seeking multiple 

information starting with – General information, Principal investigator etc.: 

V. After filling all above particulars, there is provision for preview your details before final 

submission of application form on clicking on “Preview” button. Preview page will 

display all facts/particulars that have mentioned on entry time. If the applicant are sure 

with filled details then click on “Submit” button to finally push data into server. 

 

Applicants are advised to carefully fill in and verify the details required for the online 

application themselves, as no change will be possible/ entertained after clicking the FINAL 

SUBMIT BUTTON. 

 

 

List of documents required for online submission DST e-PMS 

The followings documents shall be prepared by Indian PI and uploaded on the DST Portal- 

www.onlinedst.gov.in . The requisite format is listed below. 

a) Biodata (max size 512KB) 

b) Certificate from Investigator(s) (max size 512KB) 

c) Endorsement from the Head of Organisation (on letter head) (max size 512KB) 

d) Conflict of Interest (max Size 512KB) 

http://upsssc.gov.in/AllNotifications.aspx
http://www.onlinedst.gov.in/
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e) Complete Proposal (1 pdf file: Part A + Part B + administrative and financial form (same 

as submitted on the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal) as indicated in online 

portal(max  size 2 MB). 

 

5.3. Formalities to ensure successful submission to Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders 

Portal 

 

 Before submitting a proposal, any applicant (from Europe or India) needs to be 

registered and validated by the European Commission and obtain for this purpose a 

Personal Identification Code also called PIC: see registration procedure in Annex 3); 

 Online guidance is also provided on how to fill in the administrative forms (Part A); 

 Proposal templates for the technical annex can be downloaded from the system. The 

technical annex and any additional annexes have to be uploaded as PDF documents; 

 The Templates to comply with for DST requirement are available on DSTs website 

only. 

 

For more details 

see:https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/index.html 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

Contacts at DST, New Delhi, India 

Dr JBV REDDY, Scientist – E 

Department of Science and Technology 

Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt. of India 

Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road 

New Delhi - 110 016 

Tel. : +91-11-26590328(Direct) 

Mail: jbvreddy@nic.in 

 

EU Contacts : 

 European Commission's "Research Enquiry Service": 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries 

 DELEGATION-INDIA-RI@eeas.europa.eu 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/index.html
mailto:jbvreddy@nic.in
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries
mailto:DELEGATION-INDIA-RI@eeas.europa.eu
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ANNEX 1: CALL TEXT 

 

Extracted from Horizon 2020 Work programme on Secure, clean and 

efficient energy. Work programme 2018-2020 updated, pages167-169 

Integrated local energy systems (Energy islands): International cooperation 

with India 

 

ID: LC-SC3-ES-12-2020  

Focus area: Building a low-carbon, climate resilient future (LC)  

Type of action: Innovation Action (IA) 

Deadline Model: single-stage  

Opening date: 3 September 2019 

Deadline: 29 January 2020 17:00:00 Brussels time 

Specific Challenge: 

The fast growth of energy production from renewable energy sources offers new 

and economically attractive opportunities for decarbonising local energy systems 

(e.g. isolated villages, small cities, urban districts, rural areas with weak or non-

existing grid connections). It is also a technological and financial challenge for 

the electricity network to integrate more renewables, but it is also an opportunity 

to optimise the electricity system operation in synergy with other energy 

carriers/vectors to increase the hosting capacity for renewables, not just for 

electricity but also for heating/cooling, transport and/or industry in a sector 

coupling approach. Novel approaches to optimize network architecture, planning 

and development based on the opportunities offered by integrated local energy 

systems and enabled by digitalisation and power electronics can contribute to 

addressing the challenge, as can storage of electricity in all energy vectors (e.g. 

electricity, heating, cooling, water, wastes, etc.), including possibilities offered by 

batteries and electric vehicles.  

Integrated local energy systems can be used to create economically attractive 

conditions to boost local energy sources and activate local demand-response. 

Innovative approaches, for example based on Renewable Energy Communities, 

in line with the recently adopted Renewable Energy Directive (EU) 2018/2001, 

can result in attractive business cases for local investments in smart integrated 

energy systems with weakly or non-existing grid connections. At the same time, 

decarbonisation can go hand-in-hand with the improvement of local air quality 

and citizens’ engagement. 

Scope: 

Proposals will develop and demonstrate solutions which analyse and combine, in 

a well delimited system, all the energy vectors that are present and interconnect 

them, where appropriate, to optimise their joint operation that is demonstrated by 

an increased share of renewables in and higher energy efficiency of the local 

energy system. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-es-12-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programCode=H2020;programDivisionCode=31047938;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


17 

Proposals should present a preliminary analysis of the local case as part of the 

content of the proposal and propose to develop solutions and tools for the 

optimisation of the local energy network, that also have a high replication 

potential across Europe and India. 

Local consumers, small to medium industrial production facilities and/or 

commercial buildings should be involved in the projects from the start, preferably 

by creating energy renewable energy communities [1]. 

In bi-lateral discussions between India and the EU, as well as in several 

international contexts such as the Mission Innovation initiative launched at 

COP21, the Clean Energy Ministerial and the International Energy Agency 

Implementing Agreement on Smart Grids (ISGAN), this topic was identified as 

being of common interest owing to its potential for decarbonisation. In line with 

the strategy for EU international cooperation in research and innovation (COM 

(2012)497), international cooperation with India is required under this topic. 

The cooperation must be under the form of a proposal demonstrating a local 

energy system (or several local energy systems) in either the EU/Associated 

Countries or India or both, and through a project work programme with 

meaningful contributions by both consortium partners from the EU/Associated 

Countries and India. 

Mutual learning and extensive exchange between demonstrations in European and 

Indian contexts is encouraged under this topic. 

This topic is co-funded by the Horizon-2020 programme and the Indian 

Department of Science and Technology (DST). European partners in selected 

proposals will receive Horizon 2020 funding while the Indian partners will receive 

DST funding. 

TRL will range between 5 and 8 (see part G of the General Annexes). Proposals 

will indicate the estimated levels of TRL at the beginning and at the end of the 

project. 

Proposals will include a task on the analysis of obstacles to innovation in both the 

EU and Indian context and foresee the coordination on policy relevant issues (e.g. 

regulatory framework, business models, data management, and consumer 

engagement) with similar EU-funded projects through the BRIDGE initiative as 

well as with similar India-funded projects. Coordination and synergies will be 

explored and, if relevant to the project, may be established with the Clean Energy 

for EU Islands initiative [2]. An indicative budget share of at least 2% is 

recommended for the research work associated with these issues and an additional 

2% for the coordination effort. 

It is considered that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU and the 

Government of India of between EUR 5 to 6 million would allow this specific 

challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude 

submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts. 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#fn2
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Expected Impact: 

The supported projects are expected to contribute to all the following impacts:  

 validate solutions for decarbonisation of the local energy system while 

ensuring a positive impact on the wider energy infrastructure, on the local 

economy and local social aspects, and local air quality;  

 enhance the involvement of local energy consumers and producers, 

preferably by creating energy communities in the development and the 

operation of local energy systems and test new business models;  

 validate approaches, strategies and tools to safely and securely operate an 

integrated local energy system across energy vectors (electricity, heating, 

cooling, water, wastes, etc.) so that it is able to integrate higher shares of 

renewables (than it would in case of separate operation of infrastructures);  

 Benchmark technical solutions and business models that can be replicated 

in many local regions and that are acceptable by local citizens.  

Proposals are invited to include ad-hoc indicators to measure the progress against 

specific objectives of their choice that could be used to assess the progress during 

the project life. Indicators are expected to have clear and measurable targets. 

 

[1]‘renewable energy community’ as defined in DIRECTIVE (EU) 2018/2001 on 

the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources. 

[2] https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-strategy-and-energy-

union/clean-energy-eu-islands 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#r1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/#r2
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-strategy-and-energy-union/clean-energy-eu-islands
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-strategy-and-energy-union/clean-energy-eu-islands
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ANNEX 2: DST BUDGET FORMAT 

 

Indian participant MUST submit additional detailed financial plan in 

Part B of the Horizon 2020 Application form, according to the format 

hereunder. 

 

Format for Budget Details  

Name of the Investigator: 

Name of the Institution:  

Type of Organisation: 

||to be Noted || 
 

 Project Investigator needs to submit consolidated budget table for all the collaborating 

organisations. 
 They also need to submit detailed budget table for each of the collaborating 

organisations.  
 Details and Justification should be provided for each head. 
 The proposals should culminate in a Technology Demonstration. 

 

S. No Item Head 
1st 

Year 

2nd 

Year 

3rd 

Year 

4th Year 

(6 Months) 

Total  

(Rs.) 

A Non-recurring (Capital Items) 

1.  Minor Equipment      

2.  
Plant  cost /Fabricated  

systems  
     

3.  Demonstration Models      

 Subtotal (capital items)      

B Recurring Items (General)* 

1.  Manpower        

2.  Consumables       

3.  Contingencies       

4.  Travel (Domestic)      

5.  Travel (International)      

6.  

Other Costs (Outsource 

work, Testing & 

Standardisation etc.), if 
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*The cost incurred towards filed trials may be added in appropriate budget 

heads. 

Justification for costs projected in each budget head is required. 

To be noted: the budget could be re-assessed based on  suggestions / 

recommendations from the expert committee. 

 

  

any(Cost break up of each 

item mandatory) 

7.   Overhead      

 Subtotal (General)      

C 
Total cost of the project 

(A+B) 
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Details of Itemized Budget 

(* To be given institution/ research group-wise in case of consortium projects) 

 

A. Non-recurring (Capital Items) 

 

A.1 Minor Equipment* 

Budget for Minor Equipment (To be borne by DST) 

Description 

of Minor 

Equipment 

 Unit Landed Price 

(CIF+ Custom Duty/ 

Taxes + others 

charges etc.)* ( Rs.in 

lakh ) 

 Nos. 

 of  

Equipment 

Total Cost  

(Rs. in lakh) 

Justification 

in context of 

proposed 

work. 

     

     

     

           Gross total = 

*Page/sheet indicating the total landed cost in Indian rupees (Ensure to mention 

Currency Exchange rate considered in case of imported equipment, freight, taxes, 

spares, special installation, etc.) Please project the actual cost taking into account 

reliable cost estimates as no cost revision would be admissible 

 

A.2 Fabricated system: Tailor made models/ experimental set up (if any) 

i) Budget for Fabricated system/Tailor made items 

Description of  

fabricated 

system 

Unit Landed Price  

(CIF+ Custom Duty+ 

others charges)* (Rs in 

lakh) 

Nos. 

 of  

Equipment 

Total Rupees 

(Rs. in lakh) 

Justification in 

context of 

proposed work 

     

     

     

 Gross total  

*Page/sheet indicating the total landed cost in Indian rupees (Ensure to mention 

Currency Exchange rate considered in case of imported equipment, freight, taxes, 

spares, special installation, etc.) Please project the actual cost taking into account 

reliable cost estimates as no cost revision would be admissible 

A.3 Demonstration Models 

i) Budget for Demonstration Models items 
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Description Unit Landed Price 

(CIF+ Custom Duty+ 

others charges)*  

(Rs in lakh) 

Nos. 

 of  

Equipment 

Total Rupees 

(Rs. in lakh) 

Justification in 

context of 

proposed work 

 

     

     

     

 Gross total  

*Page/sheet indicating the total landed cost in Indian rupees (Ensure to mention 

Currency Exchange rate considered in case of imported equipment, freight, taxes, 

spares, special installation, etc.) Please project the actual cost taking into account 

reliable cost estimates as no cost revision would be admissible 

 

B. Recurring Items (General) 

B.1 Manpower 

Designation*  Educational 

Qualification 

Experience  

in years, if applicable 

Justification 

    

    

    

 

*Refer guidelines at DST website: http://dst.gov.in/whats_new/main-new.htm 

(Emoluments shall be provided as per Guidelines for Research fellow, Scientist 

and Assistant)  

Manpower Budget 

JRF /SRF/ Research Associates/ Project Assistants   Details (applicable for the 

given category) 

 

Designation 

Total Emoluments (in Rupees)  

No. of 

persons 

(Inclusive of all 

Allowances) 

Total Amount 

(Rs.)  

1st 

Year  

2nd Year                                                                                3rd 

Year 

4th Year 

(6 

Months

) 

Total (1st 

+2nd+3rd+4th 

Year (6 Months)                            

        

        

        

  Gross amount required for manpower budget head =  

Please mention category/ class of city for admissible HRA along with %. 

http://dst.gov.in/whats_new/main-new.htm
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B.2 Consumables  

Budget for Consumable Materials (To be borne by DST) 

   Items  Unit Price Qty. Needed Amount  

(Rs. in lakh) 

Justification 

     

     

Gross total =Rs.               lakh  

 

B.3 Contingencies   

 Budget for Contingencies (To be borne by DST)  

Items  

(unforeseen expenses, patents, 

report preparations etc.) 

 Amount 

(Rs. in lakh) 

Justification 

   

Total    

 

B.4 Travel Domestic * 

 

Budget for Domestic Travel (To be borne by DST) 

Items  

(to 

attend) 

Total 

Amount 

 

 Detailed Justification (In case of extensive field 

visits needed in project     indicating breakup of 

cost w.r.t.  to   journeys, mode and class of 

transport needed) 

   

Review 

meetings  

  

Total   

 

B.5 Travel International *  

Budget for International Travel (To be borne by DST) 

Items  

(to 

attend) 

Total 

Amount 

 

 Detailed Justification  
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Total   

 

B.6 Other Costs, if applicable  

Budget for Other Costs (To be borne by DST)  

Item Total 

(Rs. in 

lakh) 

 Detailed Justification (derived cost 

calculation and relevant  Quotation at 

Annexure-   /   page no*) 

Outsource work    

Testing / 

Standardisation 

  

Other items, if  

any 

  

Gross total = Rs.  

 

Collaborator budget / Contribution  

 

Submit similar above detail breakup for each collaborator, if any   

Organization details: 

a. Designation of the financial authority in organization: 

b. Whether organization registered with Govt. of India Central Plan Scheme 

Monitoring System* (CPSMS):  Yes/ No 

*(see website: http://cpsms.nic.in/Users/LoginDetails/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/default.aspx) 

c. If not, please get it registered as soon as possible at CPSMS website which is 

mandatory. If yes, inform Agency code registered at CPSMS 

  

http://cpsms.nic.in/Users/LoginDetails/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/default.aspx
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ANNEX 3: HOW TO USE AND ACCESS HORIZON 2020 PORTAL AND FORMALITIES 

 

1.  How to Participate: 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/index.html 

 

By selecting the “How to Participate” tab on the Horizon 2020Funding & Tenders Portal 

“Home” page, researchers and innovators are directed to a page that provides easy access and 

instructions for using key parts of the portal (see screen shot below): 

 

 Create an Account 

 Register an Organization 

 Find Partners 

 Find a Call for Proposals 

 Submit a Proposal 

 
 

2.  Online Manual and Reference Documents 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm 

From the page below, researchers and innovators can access the comprehensive user-friendly 

Online Manual (see screen shot below) and reference documents for all parts of Horizon 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/funding/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm
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3. Support  

 

The “Support” tab on the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal “Home” page provides 

access to the Horizon 2020 Helpdesk, the IT Helpdesk, a Glossary of Terms and FAQs as well 

as links to support organizations such as Horizon 2020 National Contact Points (NCPs) and the 

Enterprise Europe Network (EEN). 

 

4. Opening an Account 

 

A. Individuals: European Commission Authentication Service (ECAS) 
 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cpnp/public/ecas-create.cfm 
 

To enter the secure area in Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal, a person must first open 

an account with the European Commission Authentication Service (ECAS). The service acts as 

a firewall for the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal. Anyone may establish an account 

with ECAS and enter the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal. There is no limit on the 

number of individual accounts that can be affiliated with a given organization. 

 

To open an ECAS account, select “Register” on the home page of the Horizon 2020 Funding 

& Tenders Portal (see screen shot above) and enter the information required (username and 

email address). A password will be sent to your email address within minutes. Return to the 

home page of the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal and select “Login.” You will be 

directed to the page in the screen shot below. When prompted to indicate a user “Domain,” 

select “External” to indicate that you are not a Commission employee. Use the new password 

to gain access to the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal. This is the main gateway for 

registered people and organizations to the Portal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once logged into the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal, one should complete the user 

account by identifying the organizations and/or proposals and projects with which they are 

associated and then establishing their role or roles in these. 

 

B. Registering an Organization (Legal Entity) || Participant Information Code (PIC) 

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cpnp/public/ecas-create.cfm
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal4/desktop/en/organisations/register_sec.html 

 

To participate in a Horizon 2020 project, a researcher must be registered as legal entity at the 

Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal of the European Commission. Once registered, 

organizations receive a unique nine digit “Participant Identification Code” (PIC) that is required 

for any organisation to submit a proposal. The Commission will use the PIC in all interactions 

with the organization and associated researchers. 

 

If an organization has previously signed an EU Framework Programme Grant Agreement, it 

already has a PIC. If this is the case, then a researcher should contact the appropriate person or 

office within the organization (e.g. Office of Research Services, Office of International 

Research) to obtain the PIC. Alternatively, they can query the online PIC database by selecting 

the “Beneficiary Register” in the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal (highlighted in blue 

on the left side in the screen shot below) or by following the link above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If an organization does not have a PIC, it must obtain one by registering in the Organization 

Register. It is hosted within the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal and can be accessed 

by selecting “Beneficiary Register.” To complete the registration, information regarding the 

legal status and finances of the organization will be required. If it is not possible to complete 

the registration in one session, the information may be saved and re-opened by selecting “My 

Organizations” in the Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal (highlighted in dark blue on the 

left side in the screenshot above). Once complete, a provisional PIC will be provided 

electronically within 48 hours.  

 

Please note that, only if a proposal is successful, the European Commission will proceed with 

the validation of all information in the Organization Register, and provide a definitive PIC.  

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal4/desktop/en/organisations/register_sec.html
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ANNEX 4: FINDING PARTNERS 
 

The starting point is to consider partners with whom you already have direct or indirect 

connections. As participation in a Horizon 2020 call requires an interdisciplinary and/or inter-

sectoral approach for a challenge to be addressed appropriately, it may become necessary to 

look for partners outside the usual circle of contacts. 

 

Hereunder you will find a list of European services that assist in finding the right partners: 

 

Partner search tools 

Expressed Interest 

Horizon 2020 Funding & Tenders Portal: search by call topics where 

organisations have participated or expressed interest in participating 

in the future. 

euMatch 2.0  

Partner Search and Matchmaking platform to find partners and project 

initiatives to participate in H2020 supported health related projects. 

Funding & Tender 

Opportunities 

partner search 

platform 

Search among partners of existing projects. 

 

Enterprise Europe 

Network (EEN) 

cooperation 

opportunities 

database  

Includes both business and technology offers and requests. 

 

Bridge H2020 

BRIDGE is a European Commission initiative which unites 

Horizon 2020 Smart Grid and Energy Storage Projects to 

create a structured view of cross-cutting issues which are 

encountered in the demonstration projects and may constitute 

an obstacle to innovation and uptake of project results. The 

BRIDGE process fosters continuous knowledge sharing 

amongst projects through four different Working Groups 

representing the main areas of interest: data management; 

business models; regulations and customer engagement.  

For more information, see: https://www.h2020-bridge.eu/ 

 

Clean Energy 

for EU Islands 
Finding island partners for EU funding 

C-Energy 2020  

Secure, clean and efficient energy & Euratom & FCH 2 JU 

Dedicated Partner Search tool 

Partnering events 

Information Days 

on upcoming calls 

DG ENERGY AND DG Research and Innovation (RTD) occasionally 

organises information and networking days in Europe. Details of these 

events will be available online and will be distributed through the 

Network of National Contact Points of the countries having appointed 

such contact points. India has no NCPs. 

Info about the last Info Day webinar is available here 

Information days 

& networking 

events in India  

DST and the Delegation of the European Union to India will be 

organising networking events in a number of cities in India. Details of 

these events will be available on website of DST: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search
https://mm.fitforhealth.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/ProfileSimpleSearch
https://www.h2020-bridge.eu/
https://www.h2020-bridge.eu/
https://euislands.eu/horizon-2020-island-transition
https://euislands.eu/horizon-2020-island-transition
http://www.partnersearch.c-energy2020.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=events&eventcode=EC1C5BA5-B89B-0C8B-89C2E1E35FAC0804
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=events&eventcode=EC1C5BA5-B89B-0C8B-89C2E1E35FAC0804
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events?facet__select__field_core_topics=0&facet__select__field_core_location:country=0&facet__select__field_event_organisers=880&facet__checkboxes__field_event_external_event=on&facet__select__field_core_event_collection=0&facet_
http://www.dbtindia.nic.in/events/
http://www.dbtindia.nic.in/events/
http://www.dbtindia.nic.in/events/
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http://www.dst.gov.in / and of EU Delegation to India: 

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india_en 

 

8th  EU India 

Smart Grids 

Workshop in Paris 

During the 8th EU India Smart Grids Workshop, which will be held in 

Paris (France) on 14 November 2019, in the frame of the European 

Utility Week, and Information and Matchmaking event will be 

organised on the objectives and scope of this joint call. 
 

Brokerage events 

organised by the 

Enterprise Europe 

Network 

 

Often back-to-back with key trade fairs and conferences.  

National Contact Points 

National Contact 

Points 

Personalised support & assistance in partner search in applicants' 

respective countries.  

Euraxess India Partnering tools for Horizon 2020 calls.  

Databases of previous and ongoing projects 

CORDIS project 

database  

Projects funded under Horizon 2020 as well as previous research 

framework programmes.  

Horizon 2020 

SME Instrument  

Innovation by small and medium-sized companies in the fields of eco-

innovation & sustainable supply of raw materials, and environment & 

climate action.  

 

 

http://www.dst.gov.in/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india_en
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/SearchCenter/Search/EventSimpleSearch?nolayout=true
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/national_contact_points.html
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/india/partnering-tools-horizon-2020-calls
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/projects/home_en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-projects
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/sme-instrument-projects
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